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Board Passes Resolution Supporting America’s Steel Industry 

 On February 23, Madison County Chair-

man Alan J. Dunstan led a delegation comprised of 

Granite City Mayor Ed Hagnaur, County Adminis-

trator Joe Parente, Community & Economic Devel-

opment administrator Frank Miles and Steel-

worker’s union officials to Washington, D.C.  “We 

went to Washington and were able to sit down, 

face-to-face, with the decision makers to get some 

action on unfair, illegal trade practices that directly 

affect the lives of thousands of American families, 

including hundreds of families in Madison 

County,” Dunstan stated emphatically. 

 T h e 

Madison County 

delegation met 

with Illinois 

Senator Mark 

Kirk, as well as 

U.S. Congress-

men John Shim-

kus (15th Dist. 

IL), Rodney 

Davis (13th Dist. IL), Mike Bost (12th Dist. IL), 

Pete Visclosky (1st Dist. IN), Congresswoman Ann 

Wagner (2nd Dist. MO) and Jason Smith (8th Dist. 

MO).  Meetings were also held with representa-

tives of the U.S Department of Commerce, the In-

ternational Trade Commission and the American 

Iron & Steel 

Industry. 

 “ W e 

presented those 

officials with the 

r e s o l u t i o n 

passed by the 

county board, as 

well similar 

r e s o l u t i o n s 

passed by mu-

n i c i p a l i t i e s 

t h r o u g h o u t 

Madison County and the Metro-East supporting 

our nation’s steel industry,” the chairman said. 

 Dunstan said the delegation is will meet in 

the near future with officials of the U.S. Steel Cor-

poration to dis-

cuss the idling 

of the Granite 

City mill and 

steps that could 

be taken to im-

p r o v e  t h e 

plant’s opera-

tions and effi-

ciencies. 

 T h e 

Madison County delegation’s meetings in Wash-

ington, D.C. followed the Madison County Board’s  

unanimous approval of a resolution introduced by 

Chairman Dunstan calling on the U.S. Congress to 

take action regarding the illegal dumping of foreign 

steel on the U.S. market. 

 Addressing the board at its January meet-

ing Wednesday, Dunstan said the more than 2,000 

men and women at Granite City Steel produce the 

highest quality steel in the world, but are being laid

-off as a result of factors beyond their control.  

           “Granite City Steel is absolutely a vital part 

of the Metro-East economy.  The idling of the mill 

will certainly negatively impact the local economy, 

but it could be absolutely devastating for the mill’s 

hard-working, skilled workers,” Dunstan said.  

“It’s time for Congress and our federal government 

to level the playing field and take action on behalf 

of the workers at Granite City Steel and throughout 

the country.” 

Mr. Dunstan talks Congressman Pete Visclosky, IN, (far 
left) Co-Chair of the Steel Caucus. Along with Jason Chism, 
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Meeting with Congressman Bost’s Office 

Meeting with Members of Congress, Rodney Davis (IL), 
John Shimkus (IL), Ann Wagner (MO) and Jason Smith 
(MO).  

Meeting with Assistant Secretary of Commerce Ron Lorentzen and staff on Anti-
dumping 
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Staff   
Spotlight 
Austin Korns 
  

 On December 

14, 2015, Austin Korns 

joined the Community 

Development’s team as 

an Economic Develop-

ment Specialist.  Korns 

previously was an eco-

nomic development planner with America’s Central 

Port. 

Korns will report to Frank Miles, adminis-

trator of the Madison County Community Develop-

ment department, which coordinates the county’s 

economic development program.  In his new posi-

tion, Korns’ responsibilities will include the identifi-

cation, administration and coordination of economic 

development programs in Madison County, including 

project feasibility, eligibility and implementation in 

the areas of manufacturing, agriculture, tourism and 

transportation, among others.   

“Other than the rehabilitation of the levees, 

which protect more than 150,000 residents and thou-

sands of businesses from the Mississippi River, the 

economic development of Madison County is a top 

priority,” Dunstan stated.  “Austin Korns is an excep-

tionally bright individual who strengthens our eco-

nomic development team considerably.” 

Dunstan said economic conditions have 

significantly improved in Madison County.  

“Madison County’s status as one of the premier inter

-modal distribution centers in the country and the 

availability of a skilled workforce is helping drive 

economic development in the county.  We are seeing 

steady increases in new construction, unemployment 

has dropped to five percent and corporations are 

again looking at growth opportunities,” the chairman 

stated.  “Now is the time to aggressively pursue eco-

nomic development in Madison County.” 

Korns joined the America’s Central Port 

team in 2015 after graduating summa cum laude 

from Southern Illinois University Edwardsville with 

a Bachelor’s Degree in Social Work and a Master’s 

Degree in Public Administration & Policy Analysis. 

“Madison County is aggressively pursuing 

economic development opportunities and the addi-

tion of  Mr. Korns is important to that effort,” stated 

Miles.  “Austin (Korns) brings a skill set necessary to 

position our county for success, particularly his skills 

in targeted marketing, data analysis and projections,” 

Miles said.  “This is a very positive addition to the 

Madison County Economic Development Team.” 

Korns is a native of Aledo, IL, a small com-

munity located northwest of Peoria.  He graduated 

from Aledo High School.  He currently resides in 

Edwardsville.  

 Madison County Commu-

nity Development and several com-

munity partners are planning to 

host a daylong event focusing on 

issues facing persons experiencing 

homelessness and living below the 

federal poverty level. The event 

will be data-driven and will begin a 

discussion on problems and poten-

tial solutions. Community Develop-

ment has enlisted the assistance of 

the SIUE Institute for Urban Re-

search to collect and analyze local 

data to guide the subject matter for 

discussion. It is anticipated that the 

outcomes from the event will in-

clude increased collaboration be-

tween the participants, broader  

understanding of the barriers faced 

by low income families and greater 

public awareness of the issues sur-

rounding poverty. The audience for 

the event will be comprised of local 

not-for-profits, governments, busi-

ness owners, faith-based groups, 

law enforcement, educators and 

citizens. Current sponsors of the 

event include the Madison County 

Partnership to End Homelessness, 

Lewis and Clark Community Col-

lege and Community Development. 

For more information about the 

Madison County Poverty Summit, 

please contact Mary Ross at (618) 

2 9 6 - 4 4 4 2 ,  o r 

mlross@co.madison.il.us.  

Madison County Poverty Summit 

Madison County Micro-Loan Program 
 Madison County has 

joined forces with Justine PETER-

SEN, the country’s largest micro-

lender, to create a micro-loan pro-

gram for small businesses and en-

trepreneurs. 

 Madison County Chair-

man Alan Dunstan made the an-

nouncement during an appearance 

at an issues forum on Feb. 18, pre-

sented by the Southwestern Illinois 

Chamber of Commerce at the Gran-

ite City Housing Authority. 

 “There is an overall need 

for capitalization by new and exist-

ing small businesses in Madison 

County, and this program is one 

way to address that need,” Dunstan 

said. “We cannot overlook the im-

pact of small businesses for the 

jobs they create and the impact they 

have on our local economies.” 

Justine PETERSEN, a St. Louis-

based 501(c)3 company, is the na-

tion’s largest micro-lender for the 

U.S. Small Business Administra-

tion. The organization was founded 

in 1997 to honor the memory and 

continue the work of Justine M. 

Petersen, a longtime community 

advocate in the St. Louis area. 

Madison County Board Chairman addresses Southwestern 

Illinois Chamber in Granite City 
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IL Legislature Approves Four Enterprise Zones 
New Enterprise Zone to Include Collinsville, Glen Carbon,  
Maryville, Highland, St. Jacob and Troy 

Madison County Project Homeless Connect 

Participant gets a haircut at the event 

 Four enterprise zones in Madison County were included 

in a bill approved by the Illinois Legislature that extended the life 

of the state’s enterprise zones for 25 years and created a number 

of new zones. 

 Madison County Chairman Alan J. Dunstan said the en-

terprise zones are an essential element to economic development.  

“The enterprise zone program in Madison County has been par-

ticularly successful, providing the county and local units of gov-

ernment with the tools and incentives necessary to stimulate new 

business development and create jobs for our residents.” 

 The newest enterprise zone in Madison County is the 

Discovery zone, which includes portions of Collinsville, Glen 

Carbon, Maryville, Troy, Highland and St. Jacob.  The three re-

newed enterprise zones in the county include the Riverbend, 

Southwestern Madison County and Gateway Commerce zones. 

Madison County Community Development administers the zones.     

 “Without the benefits offered as part of an enterprise 

zone, we would not have seen the development of Madison 

County as the Midwest's premier inter-modal distribution center 

or numerous other developments that have created jobs and eco-

nomically benefitted the county in many ways, such as the multi-

billion dollar expansion at the Phillips 66 refinery,” Dunstan said. 

“Importantly, the enterprise zones also help us retain businesses.” 

 According to the Illinois Department of Commerce and 

Economic Opportunity, statewide enterprise zones resulted in 

more than $2 billion in capital investments during the 2014 fiscal 

year.  Those investments created more than 9,000 jobs and re-

sulted in the retention of more than 14,000 jobs. 

 “There is no revenue coming into Madison County if 

new businesses do 

not move into our 

area or existing 

businesses choose 

not to expand or 

relocate to another 

area,” Dunstan 

added.  “I am par-

ticularly happy with the approval of the Discovery enterprise 

zone, which I expect to significantly benefit a number of munici-

palities and their residents.” 

 The Gateway Commerce Enterprise Zone includes por-

tions of unincorporated Madison County and the municipalities of 

Edwardsville and Pontoon Beach.  The zone was designated as an 

Illinois Enterprise Zone area on September 8, 1997.  The River-

bend Enterprise Zone includes the municipalities of Alton, Bethalto, 

East Alton, Hartford, Roxana, South Roxana and Wood River, as 

well as parts of unincorporated Madison County, and was designated 

as an Illinois Enterprise Zone area on January 1, 2016.  The South-

western Madison County Enterprise Zone includes portions of unin-

corporated Madison County and the cities of Granite City, Madison 

and Venice.  It was designated as an Illinois Enterprise Zone area on 

January 1, 2016.   

 Dunstan said the staff of the Madison County Community 

Development staff members are already arranging meetings with 

representatives of municipalities in the Discovery zone to familiarize 

them with its benefits.  The chairman also said Community Enter-

prise Zone Update Meetings will be held in all areas affected by the 

zones in the coming weeks.  

For more information about Madison 

County’s Enterprise Zones, and to see 

our NEW GIS Enterprise Zone Viewer, 

and other Enterprise Zone information, 

please visit   www.co.madison.il.us/

departments/community_development/

gateway _ commerce _center _ and 

_enterprise_zones.php 

 The eighth annual Madison County Project Homeless 

Connect, a daylong event conducted by the Madison County Part-

nership To End Homelessness that helps people experiencing or 

who are at risk of becoming homeless to connect with service 

providers, was held on Wednesday, January 27 at the Quad City 

Community Development Center/Mt. Nebo Complex, 1634 7th 

Street in Madison, IL. 

 Project Homeless Connect enables needy individuals and 

families to come and receive valuable services absolutely free of 

charge in a safe environment.  More than 100 volunteers and ser-

vice providers will be present to assist in the distribution of food, 

beverages and clothing.  Representatives will also provide a wide-

range of services that include substance abuse and mental health 

counseling, legal services, employment assistance, veteran’s assis-

tance and other social services.   

 Those who attended had the opportunity to receive health 

services, care packages of toiletries and other items, and the op-

portunity to have a hot meal, a haircut and warm clothing. 

 “Madison County leadership is always looking for ways 

to improve our county, to help improve the lives of every citizen.” 

stated Alan J. Dunstan, Madison County Chairman.  “It is impor-

tant that we do not forget and do what we can to help those less 

fortunate.  Project Homeless Connect is just one of the projects 

that can help those people.” 

“One of the key elements of 

Project Homeless Connect is getting 

specific help those in need ,” stated 

Frank Miles, Madison County Commu-

nity Development Administrator.  Ex-

perienced volunteers help the clients 

who attend the event to determine what 

services they need and then help them 

navigate the event to ensure they re-

ceive the services that will, hopefully, 

help them get back on their feet.” 

  According to Harrison, 

there are many reasons for home-

lessness.  “Some are homeless due 

to mental health issues, others were 

devastated by the recession and have 

not been able to recover, and we 

also have others who are homeless 

due to other issues,” Harrison said.  

“Project Homeless Connect is de-

signed to help those people.  You 

can’t believe what something as 

simple as a haircut or a warm winter coat means to the men, 

women and children who are homeless.” 

Volunteers pose at Project Homeless Connect 
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Southwestern Illinois Trade & Investment Council 

 St. Clair County Chairman Mark A. Kern and Madison 

County Chairman Alan J. Dunstan have announced the for-

mation of the Southwestern Illinois Trade and Investment 

Council to promote international trade and foreign investment 

in St. Clair and Madison counties. 

 At the Trade and Investment Council’s first meeting,  on 

the campus of Southern Illinois University Edwardsville, 

Chairmen Kern and Dunstan charged the new council with 

accomplishing three key objectives: to increase the awareness 

of global exporting as an opportunity for economic stability 

and growth in Southwestern Illinois; to identify barriers and 

form strategies that discourage or limit exports from the re-

gion; and to encourage existing and potential global exporters 

in the region to participate in and support the programs devel-

oped by the Trade and Investment Council. 

 Dunstan said the formation of this new trade and invest-

ment council represents a commitment from Madison and St. 

Clair counties to provide help to private companies and pub-

lic entities.  “The council will help our two counties capitalize 

on the export of products produced or grown in our area and 

further strengthen our reputation as the finest distribution 

center in the country.”  

“The Southwestern Illinois Trade and Investment Coun-

cil is one of only two such organizations in Illinois,” Dunstan 

added.  “Chairman Kern and I are confident the council will 

have a significant, positive impact for businesses, manufac-

turers and the agriculture community in our counties.” 

 Kern said the council will also have a key role in helping 

businesses and manufacturers in the two counties take advan-

tage of the lucrative environment for foreign investments.  

“St. Clair and Madison counties are poised for growth and 

investment.  Our counties have an excellent infrastructure 

system, strong manufacturing and agricultural areas, and offer 

a highly skilled and educated work force.  The Trade and 

Investment Council will ensure the international business 

community is aware of the excellent opportunities that exist 

in southwestern Illinois.”  

 “We, Chairman Dunstan and I, are confident this new 

council will help our businesses find new markets for their 

products, establish stronger trade ties, contribute to the eco-

nomic viability of St. Clair and Madison counties and, ulti-

mately, create jobs for our residents,” Kern said. 

 Dunstan and Kern are optimistic the Southwestern Illi-

nois Trade and Investment Council will be successful. 

 “Madison and St. Clair counties are strategically located 

and feature state-of-the-art distribution facilities, the majority 

of which are located within a Foreign Trade Zone, that enable 

products to be quickly and efficiently distributed,” Dunstan 

stated.  “Our distribution centers feature convenient access to 

four modes of transportation, road, rail, water and air.  I am 

confident the Trade and Investment Council, with the support 

of the state and our county governments, will generate in-

creased awareness of what Madison and St. Clair counties 

have to offer.”  

The Southwestern Illinois Trade and Investment Council 

is comprised of 25 members, including 15 private sector ex-

porters, the county board chairmen of St. Clair and Madison 

counties; two regional port representatives, three regional 

airport representatives, a freight forwarder and two banking 

representatives. Ex-officio members represent the Illinois 

Department of Commerce and Economic Opportunity, Illi-

nois Department of Agricultural, United States Department of 

Commerce, Southern Illinois University International Trade 

Center, Madison County and St. Clair County.  

  

 Mad iso n  Co un t y 

Community Development 

was awarded $400,000.00 

for assessment of proper-

ties to identify potential 

Brownfield Sites. The En-

vironmental Protection 

Agency (EPA) defines a 

Brownfield as "real property, the expansion, redevelopment, 

or reuse of which may be complicated by the presence or po-

tential presence of a hazardous substance, pollutant, or con-

taminant". The actual presence of contaminants on this "real 

property" must be determined by a carefully planned investi-

gation known as an environmental site assessment.  Brown-

field's are often abandoned, closed or under-used industrial or 

commercial facilities, such as an abandoned factory in a 

town's former industrial section or a closed commercial build-

ing or warehouse in a suburban setting. Brownfield's, how-

ever, can be located anywhere and can be quite small. 

 This grant provides funding to Madison County to be 

used to conduct community-wide hazardous and petroleum 

assessments at eligible 

Brownfield sites. The 

County will inventory, 

characterize, assess, and, 

if appropriate, conduct 

cleanup planning on prior-

ity sites. Funds will also 

be used for public out-

reach and community involvement/public participation proc-

esses. Some of the first target sites are abandoned gas stations 

found in Highland, Troy, Marine, and Worden. The ultimate 

goal is to obtain a clean bill of health so the site can be rede-

veloped and continue to drive the economy in Madison 

County. MCCD will focus on northern, eastern, and southern 

municipalities for these assessments. The Brownfield grant 

cycle runs from October 1, 2015 through September 30, 

2018.  The assessments will include Phase I testing, Phase II 

testing, and potential remedial design plans for future rede-

velopment.  For more information, please contact James    

Arnold at (618)296-4247, or jparnold@co.madison.il.us.   

  

EPA Brownfield Assessment Grant 

Members attend the first meeting of  the Southwestern Illinois Trade and Investment Council 

Potential Brownfield site in Worden, IL Potential Brownfield site in Marine, IL 


